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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-8, 15-21, 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lenchik (US 6658272). 

Regarding claim 1 , Lenchik shows: 

An input unit (106) adapted to receive information and including a first coupling portion 
(162); 

An output unit (104) adapted to provide information and including a second coupling 
portion (147); 

The output unit (104) is: (i) positionable with respect to the input unit (106), and (ii) 
rotatable about at least a first axis and a second axis. 



Regarding claim 25, Lenchik shows: 

An input unit (106) adapted to receive information and including a first coupling portion 
(162); 

An output unit (104) adapted to provide information and including a second coupling 
portion (147); 
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The input unit (106) is: (i) positionable with respect to the output unit (104), and (ii) 
rotatable about at least a first axis and a second axis. 

Regarding claim 26, Lenchik shows: 

An input unit (106) adapted to receive information; 

A first coupling portion (162) adapted to work with a second coupling portion (147) 
associated with an output unit (104) such that the output unit (104) is: (i) positionable 
with respect to the input unit (106), and (ii) rotatable about at least a first axis and a 
second axis. 

Regarding claim 27, Lenchik shows: 

An output unit (104) adapted to provide information; 

A first coupling portion (147) adapted to work with a second coupling portion (162) 
associated with an input unit (106) such that the output unit (104) is: (i) positionable with 
respect to the input unit (106), and (ii) rotatable about at least a first axis and a second 
axis. 

Regarding claims 2-4, 6-8, 15-21 , Lenchik shows: 
The input unit (106) is rotatable about a third axis; 

The first and second coupling portions (147, 162) comprise a single pivot or ball point; 
The output unit (1 04) is closable with respect to the input unit (1 06); 
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The output unit (104) is conductively coupled to the input unit (106) via at least one 
spring contact (fig. 20); 

The device comprises at least one of: (i) a PDA. (ii) a wireless phone, (iii) a two-way 
page (col. 1, lines 10-14); 

The input unit (106. 115) includes at least one of: (1) a keyboard; 
The output unit (104) includes at least one of: (i) a display; 

The input unit (106, 115) further provide at least some information (col. 3. lines 47-57, 
col. 4, lines 32-43); 

The output unit (104) further receive at least some information (col. 4, lines 44-52); 
The user can activate the input unit (106) to determine information associated with the 
location of the output unit (104) (figs. 4 and 7); 

The user can activate the output unit (104) to determine information associated with the 
location of the input unit (106) (figs. 4 and 7). 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 24, 28, 11-14, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lenchik in view of SanGiovanni (US 2002/0102946). 
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Regarding claim 24, Lenchik shows: 

A keypad unit (106) including a first power device (keypad) and a first coupling portion 
(162); 

A display unit (104) including a second power device (display) and a second coupling 
portion (147); 

The portions include joint (162, 147) such that the display unit (104): (i) positionable with 
respect to the keypad unit (106), and (ii) rotatable about at least a first axis, a second 
axis, and a third axis. 

Lenchik differs from the claimed invention in that it does not show that the display is 
removable from the keypad, and a charging device. 

However, SanGiovanni teaches providing a display (102) which is removable from the 
keypad (104) (fig. 3), and a charging device for charging the battery in each of the 
display and the keypad (see paragraph 0021 in SanGiovanni). 
Hence, if it is found that Lenchik's display and keypad are not removable from each 
other, then it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Lenchik with a removable display as taught by SanGiovanni, such that allowing a user 
to selectively carry only one of the devices in instances where only one is needed (see 
paragraph 0009 in SanGiovanni). Further, both Lenchik and SanGiovanni are battery 
powered devices, therefore, a charging device is usually required in such environment 
in order to charge the batteries as taught by SanGiovanni. 
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Regarding clainn 28, Lenchik shows: 

An input unit (106) adapted to receive information; 

An output unit (104) adapted to provide information ; 

Coupling means (147, 162) for allowing the output unit (104) is: (i) positionable with 
respect to the input unit (106), and (ii) rotatable about at least a first axis and a second 
axis. 

Lenchik differs from the claimed invention in that it does not show that coupling means 
is detachable. 

However, SanGiovanni teaches providing a coupling means which is detachable (114). 
Hence, if it is found that Lenchik's coupling means is not detachable, then it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Lenchik coupling means with a 
detachable coupling means as taught by SanGiovanni, such that allowing a user to 
selectively carry only one of the devices in instances where only one is needed (see 
paragraph 0009 in SanGiovanni), 

Regarding claims 10, Lenchik shows the input and output units (106, 104). 

Lenchik differs from the claimed invention in that it does not show that the input and the 

output units are removable from each other. 

However, SanGiovanni teaches providing an output unit (102) which is removable from 
an input unit (104) (fig.3), 

Hence, if it is found that Lenchik's output and input units are not removable from each 
other, then it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
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Lenchik with a removable output unit as taught by SanGlovanni, such that allowing a 
user to selectively carry only one of the devices in instances where only one is needed 
(see paragraph 0009 in SanGiovannI). 

Regarding claims 11-14, 22, the combination of Lenchik and SanGlovanni shows: 
A wireless communication between the input and output units (paragraph 0009 in 
SanGlovanni); 

a conductive path and the wireless path (paragraph 0009 in SanGiovannI); 

a plurality of contact points and a positionable and rotatable portions (fig. 20 in Lenchik; 

114 in SanGlovanni); 

the charging device (see paragraph 0021 in SanGlovanni). 

5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lenchik 

in view of Schultz et al. (US 5644471 ). 

Regarding claim 23, Lenchik shows the portable device (100). 

Lenchik differs from the claimed invention in that it does not show a docking device 

which allows the portable device to exchange information with another computing 

device. 

However, Schultz teaches providing a docking device which allows a portable device to 
exchange information with another computing device (fig. 5). 

Hence, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Lenchik 
with a docking device as taught by Schultz, such that to allow the portable device to be 
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interchangeable connected to various computer terminals (col. 1 , lines 63-67 in 
Schultz). 

6. Previous election requirement (7/28/04) is withdrawn, however, if additional 
search burden is imposed in future communication, the examiner will reactivate the 
election requirement and will examine the elected group indicated in paper dated on 
09/27/04. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Chiang whose telephone number is 703-305-4728. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 703-305-4731 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




